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discomfort if not of positive evil. The heavy monsoon rain pouring in from the roof into the very centre of the living place makes everything very damp and uncomfortable. It is true there is a kind of drain made for the water to pass through under the walls to the outside, but the arrangement is certainly a source of some of the many forms of fever and other diseases to which Indians are so liable. Here again we see the effects of custom hardened into a religious law. Probably the origin of it was for protection in the former unsettled times from foes and wild animals. Now all dwellings erected in accordance with the Shdstra must have this characteristic form.
Windows, as a rule, do not look out upon the street, and when there are any they are placed high up in the wall, out of all reach of passers by. On the public road nothing but a blank wall with a more or less imposing doorway is seen. This door is generally of a massive character, often studded with bosses of iron, and both it and the door posts are frequently ornamented with elaborate carving. It is yery peculiar that this front door should always be of so massive a character, seeing that the back and side walls and other doors are relatively so much slighter and weaker. An Indian thief would never think of attempting to break through the front door of a dwelling. His efforts are directed to digging through the house or the compound wall, especially if it is made of mud; or to breaking in through the back-yard door, which lacks the strength of the front one. Probably the reason is that the spending of time and money on this imposing front entrance is simply in accord with the tendency of human nature ever to put the best on the outside. The front wall next the street is sometimes not the real wall of the house at all. Often, perhaps for reasons already alluded to in speaking of the site, or perhaps for the sake of space and security